HOUSEHOLD WORSHIP

A GUIDE FOR FGCCH FAMILIES DURING THE

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

During this time while we are not gathering physically as a church, we urge our
church family to participate in the virtual service we are providing online. We
encourage parents to make use of this opportunity to increase family devotions at

home. Consider using Colossians 3:16 as a template:

"Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs
from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts."

PSALMS

The psalms give us words
when we don't know what to
pray. During this crisis, we
may feel anxious, afraid, or
even sad about missing out
on daily activities. Consider
praying Psalm 23, 27, 34, 46,
91, 121, or 139 together. See
also Philippians 4:4-6.

HYMNS

Paul tells God's people they
should sing together! If you
have a family hymnal, make it
a game to find hymns with
encouraging words. Or you
can pull up hymns on
YouTube. "Tis So Sweet to
Trust in Jesus," "Be Thou My
Vision," and "This is My
Father's World" are a good
place to start this week.

AND GIVE THANKS!

SPIRITUAL SONGS

Just keep singing, just keep
singing...
In addition to the hymns and
songs on our live stream
worship service, search
YouTube for favorite praise
songs. Some FCCH favorites
include "Come Behold the
Wondrous Mystery," "Yet Not
| But Through Christ in Me,"
and "In Christ Alone."

Take turns sharing things for which you're thankful. Than pause to pray, thanking God for each one.
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WHY CAN'T WE GO TO CHURCH ONLINE
EVERY WEEK?

In an age of "always-on-everywhere," holding live stream church
during a pandemic is a double-edged sword. On the one hand, we
recognize our privilege at being able to access a worship service
online, staying connected to our church family from the safety of our
homes. On the other hand, we should take care not to think that
virtual church is as good as gathering in person. Teenagers and
younger children especially may want to know why we can't just watch
church on a screen in our PJs every week.

If your kids ask this question, a good place to start is providing a
theology of the body. From the beginning, the Christian Story dignifies
the human body as an essential component of personhood. God has
made human beings in His image (Gen. 1:26-27), and He gave them
bodies. He then sent Jesus in a human body to rescue the people who
had rebelled against him. And He promises that like Jesus, we will be
resurrected in physical bodies. Our physical beings matter too much to
simply have church on a screen indefinitely. When we gather together
as the Body of Christ, our physical presence with one another is a
tangible reminder of God's plans for His people. One day our bodies
will be made perfect as we worship together forever.

Jay Kim said it this way in a TGC blog post this week: "As we
temporarily direct our congregations to these online spaces, it is of
utmost importance that we clarify this digital reality as a
temporary compromise rather than an ongoing convenience."
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COLOSSIANS
3:12-17

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen
people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness,

humility, gentleness and
patience. 13 Bear with each
other and forgive one another if
any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the
Lord forgave you. 14 And over all
these virtues put on love, which
binds them all together in perfect
unity.

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, since as members of
one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful. 16 Let
the message of Christ dwell
among you richly as you teach
and admonish one another with
all wisdom through

psalms, hymns, and songs from
the Spirit, singing to God with
gratitude in your hearts. 17 And
whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through
him.
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